Coláiste na Rinne
It was probably around October when I saw a post on Facebook about a 2 week Irish Immersion Course,
in August 2016, at a place called Coláiste na Rinne in County Waterford. It took me all of 3 seconds to
decide I was going. Now that I’ve returned from my 2 weeks at Coláiste na Rinne, all I can say is ‐

Best decision EVER!
From the start, Míchéal Ó Drisleáin, an Leas‐Bhainisteoir, was patient and very helpful with all of my
emails and hundreds of questions. And it wasn’t just Míchéal who was helpful; it was every member of
the staff! Office workers, kitchen staff, and teachers – everyone was more than happy to help you with
whatever you needed from the password to connect to Wi‐Fi to where to find extra towels and pillows.
Of course, it’s an immersion program, so everything starts in Irish, but they are all happy to tell you
again in English, and then breakdown the Irish for you, so you pick up a couple words.

They also want to make sure you’re happy and satisfied. Liam Suipéil, an Bainisteoir, and Míchéal were
always asking “Ceart go leor?” – and if anything was not good with you, they fixed it immediately! One
woman mentioned that she thought the beds were a bit small for her and another woman and within a
couple hours, the old beds (dorm size) were out and standard twin beds were in for both women!

But, let’s get down to business and talk about the classes, accommodations, meals, and all the other bits
and pieces of this two week immersion program.
Classes and Teachers – Coláiste ne Rinne offers three levels of classes – beginner, intermediate, and
advanced. Class size ranges from 6 to 10 people, which keeps it manageable for doing the lessons, and
for breaking into a couple small groups to do exercises. The intermediate class (my class, above, with
our teacher for the 1st week, Lorcán) was perfect – not so easy that it was boring, but not so hard that
you were confused. Classes ran from 10am until 1pm (with a tea break half way through) and used
worksheet lessons, songs, and short stories. In the 2nd week with Seán, we also used drama ‐ “The
Wizard of Oz” as Gaeilge! – and had short grammar lessons focusing on the verb tenses. All in all, class
was very relaxed and a lot of fun.
You have a day or two to figure out what class works best for you and can move up or down if needed.
Based on what friends in the other two levels said, the beginner class was very much for beginners
(going over all the basics) and the advanced class was mostly conversational.
Because Coláiste na Rinne offers the immersion program for 1 week or 2 weeks, the first week there
were 17 students and the second week, there were about 30 students. On Monday of the second week,
the advanced class had far more people join them, to the point where the fluent speakers were
outnumbering advanced learners. On Tuesday morning, the teachers held a meeting with the
intermediate and advanced class students. They added a fourth class so that who wanted to have a
conversational class could join one class, and those who wanted an advanced class more like the one
from the week before could join the other group. (Also, any intermediate students who wanted to move
up, but were intimidated by the fluent speakers, could do so.)

The meán rang teachers, Lorcán and Seán, were fantastic! They both had great curriculums set up with
grammar lessons, songs, short stories, drama, and games. As teachers, they were happy to answer your
questions – but, they were also willing to break from their plan and bring in a lesson on the following
day to go over a question in more detail.

When we asked Lorcán what would
be some good books to buy in Irish,
he brought in 2 bags of books for us
to look through and made
recommendations for us.

All the teachers were very helpful. One morning, there were four of us sitting in the library (best Wi‐Fi
connection!) when teacher Micheál Ó Máirtín came in to set up for his class. We asked him a quick
question and got a 10 minute lesson from him before breakfast. He also gave us a number of good
websites to use to improve our Irish. Sometimes a basic conversation about whether you enjoyed the
day’s activities could become a short lesson – without actually feeling like a lesson.

Accommodation and Food – First, the food – I swear you will NOT starve there! All the meals were
incredible! A wide variety of breakfast foods were available every morning – eggs, rashers, cereal,
yogurt, etc. – followed a couple hours later by tea with scones or other pastry. Lunch is the main meal
and in the morning they would give you two choices to pick from. Lunch always started with soup,
followed by the meal (see above!), and then dessert. Dinner (or as they called it – Tea) was served
around 6pm and was a lighter meal, such as sandwiched and fries, or a cold salad plate. Brown bread, or
as they call it – red bread, was served with every meal – Fantastic!!! They also catered to any dietary
needs (gluten, nut allergy, etc.) as long as you let them know.
There was more food than I could possibly eat in a day and so delicious that I did continue to eat after I
was well past full! I will say though, if you have a sweet tooth or can’t live without soda, you may want
to pick up some up at the store because there are no snack/vending machines at the school.
The accommodations offered were good. The single rooms were a decent size and the double room, like
Joanne and I shared, were huge. Of course, you don’t spend much time in your room, so it’s not a big
issue anyway. Our house (Tigh Nua 1) had 2 toilets and 2 showers for 7 people – and I didn’t notice there
being any issues with people waiting for the shower, etc. Also, there was a sink in each room, so you
could brush your teeth & wash your face in there. The beds were dorm size (not as wide as a standard
twin bed), but I didn’t have any problem falling asleep in it! The house also had a small kitchen with a
small fridge, sink, and electric tea kettle. Behind the house was a laundry room with a washer & dryer,
which means you don’t necessarily have to bring 2 weeks’ worth of clothes.

Cultural Activities – The immersion
program isn’t just about learning the
language, it’s also about the culture.
There were many cultural activities
offered over the two weeks:




Seisiún ceoil
Dance workshops
Fiddle making demonstration

Twice during the program, Mary Rafferty Clancy had a feadóg
stáin workshop. She also encouraged people to bring other
instruments and play along.

Historical tours and guided walks included:




Ardmore – from St. Declan’s Well, following the Cliff
Walk, to St. Declan’s Oratory
Walk/ Bus tour of the Gaeltacht with stops at Criostal na
Rinne and Helvic Head
Saturday all‐day trip to County Wexford with stops at
The Dunbrody Famine Ship, Johnstowne Castle, and The
1798 Visitors Centre in Enniscorthy

One cultural activity was a rare treat
– a hurling match! But, not just any
hurling match – it was the semi‐finals
between Port Láirge and Cill
Chainnigh at Croke Park! That was an
exciting game, although most of the
Americans were disappointed we
found out that in the event of a tie
there is no overtime.

The overall enthusiasm for the game on Sunday led to a hurling workshop later in the week. After a
presentation giving an overview on the rules of the game, Waterford hurlers Tadhg de Burca and Patrick
Curran gave a demonstration and ran everyone through some drills.

Of course everyone wanted to attend the replay game! Unfortunately, that didn’t happen. However,
Mícheál and Liam were happy to set up the game on the screen in one of the function rooms for us.
There was no delay in returning from our County Wexford trip that day! Dinner was promptly served
and then it was game time!

The other students – Maybe it’s the luck of the draw, or maybe it’s the relaxed atmosphere, but
everyone attending the course was friendly, fun, and helpful. In and out of the classroom, we helped
each other with words we didn’t know, or couldn’t remember. You ate your meals with different people
every day. Those who had cars were happy to give a lift to those who didn’t. Someone going to the store
would ask if anyone else needed anything. And everyone was always asking if you were going to the
pub, Mooney’s. Even Míchéal Ó Drisleáin commented that we really had a good group of people who all
seemed to get on well.

Coláiste na Rinne Summary
The price for the immersion program in 2016 was €1300 for a shared room and €1450 for a single room
(based on the exchange rate at the time, it would be approximately $1450 and $1600, respectively.)
You certainly get your money’s worth with this program! Everything is included: classes, meals,
accommodations, and any admission fees for activities/tours you take with the Coláiste.
Classes are small (6‐10) enough not to get lost in the crowd. The teachers keep everyone engaged in the
conversation or activity. Three hours of class time each day (Mon‐Fri) is enough time to learn a couple of
lessons, do exercises, and apply it in a short conversation. Therefore, the class time is not so long that
you feel overwhelmed. The teachers are well prepared and use various methods of teaching – lessons,
song, short stories, etc. The teachers are also happy to answer questions in and out of the classroom
and will break from their plan if there is a specific topic the class would like to focus on, such as verb
tenses or comparative/superlative adjectives.
The staff at Coláiste na Rinne is outstanding. Everyone is friendly and helpful and they will go out of their
way to make sure you are satisfied and comfortable. Everyone is hard‐working and it seems like they are
all there working 24/7.
Every meal was excellent and the portion size did not leave you hungry! The accommodations were
clean and the rooms were a good size. The small kitchen was good for making a cup of tea. A small
laundry room is located behind Tigh Nua 1 & 2, in case you need to do some laundry.
Once you arrive, the schedule is packed with things to do. Classes in the morning, some activity in the
afternoon, and on most nights a workshop or seisiún in the evening. You don’t have to do everything,
but you do have a number of options.
I really don’t have anything bad to say about my experience at Coláiste ne Rinne. It exceeded my
expectations and I am extremely satisfied (I wanted to leave a deposit for 2017 before the 1st week was
over!) I will point out a few things to keep in mind, although none of them should be “deal breakers”:
If you have a sweet tooth or need a can of soda on a regular basis, stop by a store, as there are no
vending machine at the school and the closest store is quite a bit of a walk.
Speaking of walks, the walking tours were beautiful and Liam Suipéil is a very knowledgeable guide.
However, he does walk at a brisk pace, so you may need to run to catch up if you lag behind taking
pictures. Also, if for any reason you have a difficult time walking long distances, be sure to check with
him as to how far you are going. If you can’t walk the distance, they will make arrangements for you to
get you were everyone is going.
If you are looking to do some shopping, there is usually one day a week when they have a bus that
brings you to Dungarvan in the afternoon for a few hours. However, that is most likely the only chance
you will have to buy souvenirs, unless you are staying in Ireland before or after the program.
I made the decision to attend the Immersion program within 3 seconds of seeing a post about it on
Facebook back in October 2015. Now that I’ve returned from my trip, all I can say is – best decision ever!

